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in the course of the last two years by Canada's north-
ern territories and the exploitation of these by the
combined action of Ottawa and Washington. From
Alaska to Labrador, to the south and to the north of
the Polar Circle, astounding transformations have been
wrought that could not have been foreseen even ten
years ago, and what has been done at Churchill on
Hudson's Bay, to give only one example, has far ex-
ceeded the fondest dreams of those men who barely a
quarter-century ago founded, on this inland sea, the
harbour which is now being converted into the most
powerful submarine and aeroplane base on the Ameri-
can continent. What is less well known, perhaps, is the
primary role played by Canada in international aerial
communications, through Montreal,25 the principal
base for communication with Europe, and through
Edmonton, Alberta, the centre for communication with
Alaska and, via Churchill, with Europe.

One last aspect of the evolution of these inter-
national relations, and certainly not the least neg-
ligible, deserves to be underlined here. Owing to the
rupture between Europe and America, as a result of
the war, Canada has assumed a leading role in the
Catholic Church, of which it has been said that it is
the only international organization which endures.
Canada now has two cardinals;26 the Canadian clergy
occupies an important place in the missions in Africa,
Asia, and America; Canadians have acceded to the
head of many of the great religious orders and have

25   Since  Newfoundland  joined  Confederation^   Gander   is   in
Canadian territory.    The four American  bases  in  Newfoundland
have been placed under Canadian jurisdiction.

26   Only one since the death, in  1947, of Cardinal Villeneuve
of Quebec.